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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR RURAL HEALTH —  
EDUCATION AND SIMULATION LEARNING CENTRE 

261. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 

Can the minister please explain to the house how the Liberal–National government’s royalties for regions 
program is improving access to services in the regions through advanced technology such as the Education and 
Simulation Learning Centre—EdSIM—which was officially opened in the midwest yesterday? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Moore for the question and, indeed, his strong advocacy for his electorate and all things 
in regional Western Australia. Yesterday morning, the member for Moore accompanied me to the opening of a 
facility in Geraldton that was recently renamed the Western Australian Centre for Rural Health. We opened the 
second storey, which is a new capital works program, part funded by nearly $1.2 million of royalties for regions 
funding and $2.2 million of federal government funding, to support the Education and Simulation Learning 
Centre, known as EdSIM. We all know that in regional Western Australia, we have the challenge of distance—
the tyranny of distance, as they call it—and the challenge of delivering services is sometimes difficult when we 
bring those distance factors into play. So we need to be smart about how we do it. If we go back many years, 
simply having planes called the Royal Flying Doctor Service was an innovative strategy to deliver services to the 
regions. We still need to be smart about how we deliver services, particularly training. This centre has simulation 
facilities for trainees and also for people who are currently practising practitioners, with three human-like 
simulation mannequins, two clinical demonstration areas and five customisable consultation rooms to simulate a 
range of situations and scenarios. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Two things stand out about this centre. One is that the technology that has gone into this 
centre in Geraldton in regional Western Australia has the capacity to stream information to other centres in the 
Pilbara, the midwest and the Kimberley and thereby help spread the ability to train into those areas. The second 
is the fact that it is a regionally located training facility, which means that it supports training people in the 
regions. We know from history that if we train people in the regions, they are more likely to stay in the regions 
and deliver the services from their training in the regions. We see this investment as a small price to pay for 
providing a unique facility that has significant capacity to extend health training into regional Western Australia 
and thereby keep people and jobs in that area to be able to deliver those services. 

I thank the member for Moore for his support for the project, and of course his ongoing support for his 
electorate. 
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